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◉ This city is moderately regulated — sidewalk demonstration is lawful, but permit, noise, or buffer-zone rules apply.

RECORDING CONSENT All-party OPEN RECORDING IN PUBLIC Qualified ✓ RECORD POLICE Recognized AMPLIFICATION PERMIT Conditional

DAYTIME NOISE LIMIT 3 dB above background at protected facilities; 5 dB above background at residential boundary from non-residential property; 100 ft from residential property

QUIET HOURS 9pm-8am (right-of-way amplification); 9pm-7am (residential collection noise) ✓ HANDHELD SIGN RULES None HEALTHCARE BUFFER ZONE Municipal

✓ RESIDENTIAL PICKETING No ban SIDEWALK PERMIT Never required ✓ LEAFLETING Unrestricted ANTI-MASK LAW Yes ✓ STOP-AND-IDENTIFY No

PENDING CHANGE See below

§ Jurisdiction overview

Philadelphia generally permits peaceful sidewalk advocacy but regulates obstruction, noise, masks in specified places, and physical interference

with clinic access.

Fields v. City of Philadelphia, 862 F.3d 353 (3d Cir. 2017) · Philadelphia, Pa., Code § 10-403

◉ Sound & noise

AMPLIFIED SOUND

Right-of-way amplification beside residences is barred from 9 p.m. to 8

a.m.; a permitted demonstration is exempt from the subsection's limits.

NOISE LIMITS

Philadelphia uses decibels above ambient background, 100-foot audi-

bility limits for certain property sources, and a right-of-way rule tied to

abutting-property limits.

Philadelphia, Pa., Code § 10-403(7) · Philadelphia, Pa., Code §§ 10-402, 10-403

HEALTHCARE BUFFER ZONES

Philadelphia's reproductive-health ordinance prohibits intentionally

physically preventing entry or exit, but it creates no fixed-distance buf-

fer zone.

RESIDENTIAL PICKETING

No Philadelphia or Pennsylvania general targeted-residential-

picketing ban was verified; harassment law excludes constitutionally

protected activity.

RECORDING IN PUBLIC

Pennsylvania's interception law covers oral communications only

where the speaker has a justified expectation against interception.

RECORDING POLICE

The Third Circuit recognizes a First Amendment right to record police

performing official duties in public, subject to noninterference and rea-

sonable restrictions.

§ Permits & small groups

WITHOUT A PERMIT

No numerical permit threshold for a stationary sidewalk group was

verified, and the guidebook recognizes a separate demonstration appli-

cation process.

WHEN A PERMIT IS REQUIRED

A written permit is required for a parade, procession, or assemblage

that occupies, marches, or proceeds along a City street; no numerical

sidewalk threshold was verified.

Philadelphia Office of Special Events, 2025 Special Event Guidebook · Philadelphia, Pa., Code § 12-1109(1)

� Penalties in effect

OFFENSE LEVEL PENALTY

Disorderly conduct (state) — 18 Pa.C.S. § 5503 Misdemeanor class 3 Summary offense ordinarily; third-degree misdemeanor if statutory

aggravating conditions apply
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OFFENSE LEVEL PENALTY

Harassment (state) — 18 Pa.C.S. § 2709 Misdemeanor class 3 Summary offense for specified physical or following conduct; third-

degree misdemeanor for specified repeated communications

Noise violation (city) — Phila. Code § 10-403 Infraction Initial fine of $100 to $300 under § 10-406

Clinic access interference — Phila. Code § 10-1503 Misdemeanor class First offense: $100 fine and/or at least 10 days' imprisonment, plus

court costs

Concealed identities or ski-mask violation — Phila. Code § 10-613 Infraction $2,000 for intent-based violation; $250 for listed-place ski-mask

violation not covered by paragraph (1)

⇆ Recent changes

▪ Jun 2026 HB 1344 was approved as Act 18 of 2026; it was not identified as a general protest-restriction enactment.

▪ Nov 2024 HB 2528 (2023-2024), a proposed protest-related looting measure, expired with the prior biennium after no enactment.

▪ Nov 2024 HB 607 (2023-2024), a protest-related proposal referred to House Judiciary, expired with the prior biennium without enactment.

▪ Dec 2023 Philadelphia Bill No. 230510 became law after the Mayor took no action, adding current § 10-613 mask and ski-mask restrictions

and exceptions.

▪ Mar 2023 The City announced a $9.25 million settlement resolving protest-policing litigation arising from 2020 demonstrations.

⚠ Pending changes to watch

SB 543 — Masked intimidation

State legislation · Official page last action: referred to Senate Judiciary, April 4, 2025; the 2025-2026 Regular Session remained active on July 22, 2026.

Would add a state offense of masked intimidation, creating separate statewide criminal exposure beyond Philadelphia's local

mask ordinance.

HB 1831 — Wearing masks on public property prohibited

State legislation · Official page last action: referred to House Judiciary, October 8, 2025; the 2025-2026 Regular Session remained active on July 22, 2026.

Would create a broader state-level public-property mask prohibition than Philadelphia's location- and intent-specific ordinance.

HB 1832 — Sentencing for offenses committed while wearing mask

State legislation · Official page last action: referred to House Judiciary, October 8, 2025; the 2025-2026 Regular Session remained active on July 22, 2026.

Would add a sentencing provision for offenses committed while wearing a mask; it does not itself ban peaceful mask wearing.

⚖ Key authorities

Philadelphia Noise Code Philadelphia, Pa., Code § 10-403

Uses multiple sound standards, including 3 dB protected-facility limits and the right-of-way demonstration exception.

Philadelphia Sidewalk Behavior Philadelphia, Pa., Code § 10-611

Prohibits unreasonable and significant obstruction of pedestrian passage.

Philadelphia concealed identities ordinance Philadelphia Bill No. 230510, amending § 10-613

Creates the current local mask and ski-mask restrictions and the lawful-First-Amendment-activity exception.

Reproductive health facility access rule Philadelphia, Pa., Code §§ 10-1502 to 10-1504

Prohibits physical prevention of entry or exit, defines physical conduct not to include speech, and provides penalties.

Parade and assemblage permits Philadelphia, Pa., Code § 12-1109

Requires written permits for parades, processions, and assemblages occupying or proceeding along streets.

Generated from the structured demonstration-law deep-research record for Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (research completed 2026-07-22). This snapshot condenses a much larger sourced dataset — full citations,

quoted ordinance text, and plain-language explanations are in the full Philadelphia survey and the full reference PDF. This document has not been reviewed by a lawyer and should not be used as legal advice.
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